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Westley the Great


Westley, the hero from the movie The Princess Bride is a handsome, charming young man, full of wit and intelligence. Westley’s goal is to rescue his love, Buttercup, from a marriage to Prince Humperdinck, who has chosen Buttercup to be his fiancé. Westley must surmount various obstacles to reach Buttercup and rescue her from the clutches of the evil Prince Humperdinck. Westley is a prime example of a modern day trickster. More specifically, he is a “situation-inverter” (Hynes 37). 


A situation-inverter “…exhibits typically the ability to overturn any person, place, or belief, no matter how prestigious. There is no ‘too much’ for this figure” (Hynes 37). For instance, Westley challenged a man, Vizzini, who claimed to be extremely intelligent, to a battle of wits to the death.  Vizzini poured wine into goblets, Westley turned around with the goblets and told Vizzini that he put poison in one of them, and then Vizzini chose which goblet from which to drink. In reality, Westley had poisoned both goblets, but had previously built up immunity to the poison. Thus, regardless of which goblet Vizzini chose, Westley would live and Vizzini would die. This trick was classic in the sense that Westley, the trickster, suggested the trick because he had a plan in mind, and Vizzini, the fool, fell for Westley’s suggestion. This situation is similar to when Mutzmag, in Mutzmag, tricked the giant into tying her up in a sack to beat her to death, but in reality this helped her escape.
 
As a situation-inverter, Westley could “… turn a bad situation into a good one and then back into a bad one” (Hynes 37).  For example, Westley led Buttercup into the fire swamp in order to escape Prince Humperdinck, which was a bad situation because no one had been known to survive the fire swamp. However, Westley turned being in the fire swamp into a good situation by figuring out how to react to the dangers of the fire swamp and successfully escaping. Unfortunately, Westley turned the situation back into a bad one when they ran into Prince Humperdinck outside of the fire swamp because he was swayed by his love for Buttercup to agree with her decision to marry Prince Humperdinck. (This decision was in exchange for Prince Humperdinck’s (untrustworthy) word that Westley would not be harmed.) Westley falls perfectly into the situation-inverter role.

When a situation-inverter, such as Westley, is involved, “What prevails is toppled, what is bottom becomes top, what is outside turns inside, what is inside turns outside, and on and on in an unending concatenation of contingency” (Hynes 37). For instance, Westley -- with a combination of wit and physical prowess -- easily defeated Inigo Montoya, an expert swordsman, something that was beforehand thought to be inconceivable. Also, Westley defeated Fezzik, the giant, by choking him until he passed out, despite being considerably outmatched in size. Furthermore, Westley organized a plan that scared away the large number of guards who were protecting the castle during the wedding of Prince Humperdinck and Buttercup. None of these accomplishments were supposed to be possible, but, like the ideal situation-inverter, Westley repeatedly achieved the ‘impossible.’ 

Westley is an extremely successful situation-inverter trickster. First of all, there seemed to be no one and nothing that he was unable to defeat. Moreover, he was constantly turning situations around. He was capable of turning a bad situation into a good situation and back into a bad one. In fact, he could completely reverse situations, creating an effect opposite of what was expected. In other words, he could do the ‘impossible,’ which is crucial to being a situation-inverter trickster. Finally, although uniquely selfless, like any trickster, everything he did was done in order to gain a specific treasure. In this case, that treasure was Buttercup.
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